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DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. This is an important sector that 
forms the backbone of the digital single market, economy and society. 


We strongly urge EU Member States which are also Members of the United Nations 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) to vote against the listing of Gamma- 
butyrolactone (GBL) (CAS No. 96-48-0) and 1,4-butanediol (BDO) (CAS No 110-63-4) on 
the Convention on Psychotropic Substances at the Vote of the CND that will take place 
on 13 March in Vienna. 


The World Health Organization (WHO) has recommended to the United Nations Commission on Narcotic 
Substances that both GBL and BDO be added to Schedule | of the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic 
Substances. Both GBL and BDO are widely used industrial chemicals, including in the information and 
communications technology (ICT) and electronics industry and its global supply chain. If this 
recommendation is approved at an upcoming meeting of this Convention, the use of these chemicals 
would be restricted to certain scientific and medical uses and the ICT industry would effectively be 
prohibited from continuing legitimate uses of these substances critical to the manufacture of its products. 
Countries should ensure that GBL and BDO are not listed under the 1971 Convention on Psychotropic 
Substances. 





GBL and BDO are Critical to the ICT Industry 


e GBLis used as a carrier solvent in lithography process formulations in the semiconductor industry. 
There are currently no substitutes to GBL for these critical functions. 


e GBL and BDO are also essential precursors in the production of N-methylpyrrolidone, a material 
vital in the production of semiconductors, batteries, and electronic motors amongst other uses. 


e GBLis used widely in electrolytic capacitors and integrated circuits (ICs). 


e BDO is used to manufacture poly-butyl-terephthalate (PBT) resins that are used in the connector 
and automotive industry. 


e GBLand BDO are important components of polyurethane intermediates used in inks. 


Are Alternatives to GBL and BDO Available? 


For many of these uses, alternatives are not currently available. Where possible, replacement of these 
chemicals could take several years and require significant investment. The ICT industry would first need 


DIGITALEUROPE 
Rue de la Science, 14 B-1040 Brussels [Belgium] 


T. +32 (0) 2 609 53 10 F. +32 (0) 2 431 04 89 
www.digitaleurope.org | info@digitaleurope.org | @DIGITALEUROPE_ 
Transparency register member for the Commission: 64270747023-20 





cS 


DIGITALEUROPE 


to identify potentially suitable substitutes (with no guarantee of a positive outcome), and then 
demonstrate that these substitutes can be successfully incorporated into existing manufacturing 
processes, 


What is the Impact of Restricting these Chemicals? 


ICT products enable broad benefits across society. A restriction of legitimate industrial and commercial 
uses of GBL and BDO in the ICT industry would impact not only the availability of these products but the 
broad range of social and economic benefits that are enabled by these technologies worldwide. A 
restriction of GBL and BDO would in effect prohibit essential components in electronics such as 
semiconductors, capacitors and integrated circuits, thereby restricting the availability of computers, 
telecommunications and consumer electronics. 


We thank you for your attention and support on this important matter and we remain at your disposal to 
provide additional information. 
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For more information please contact: 
Valentina Bolognesi, DIGITALEUROPE’s Senior Policy Manager 
+32 2 609 53 13 or valentina.bolognesi@digitaleurope.org 


ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE 


DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's 
largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. 
DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to 
grow, attract and sustain the world's best digital technology companies. 


DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. 
DIGITALEUROPE’s members include 58 corporate members and 37 national trade associations from across Europe. 
Our website provides further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org 





DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 


Corporate Members 


Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cassidian, Cisco, Dell, Epson, 
Ericsson, Fujitsu, Google, Hitachi, Hewlett Packard, Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood Group, 
Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 
Mobility, Motorola Solutions, NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, 
Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, 
Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Western Digital, Xerox, ZTE Corporation. 


National Trade Associations 


Belarus: INFOPARK Greece: SEPE Slovakia: ITAS 
Belgium: AGORIA Hungary: IVSZ Slovenia: GZS 
Bulgaria: BAIT Ireland: ICT IRELAND Spain: AMETIC 


Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-BRANCHEN 


Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 


Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikforetagen, 


Estonia: ITL 

Finland: FTTI 

France: AFDEL, Force Numérique, 
SIMAVELEC 

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 
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Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR 
Norway: IKT NORGE 

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT 

Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 
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IT&Telekomforetagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: ECID, TESID, TUBISAD 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 





